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This was an advert which was published in British newspapers 
in February 1939 by the Lord Baldwin Fund. This was a charity 
which was set up in 1938 by Stanley Baldwin, who had been 
Prime Minister for most of the 1920s and between 1935 and 
1937. The fund raised money to help children to come to Britain 
on the Kindertransport: the government insisted that a bond of 
£50 (equivalent to £2,500 in today’s money) had to be paid for 
every child as a guarantee that they would not stay in the 
country permanently. The fund eventually raised about 
£550,000. (Copyright unknown) 
 
 
Questions to consider 
 

• In what ways does the advert suggest that people in 
Britain helped the children of the Kindertransport? 

 

• Why do you think that the advert says that the fund was 
helping Christian as well as Jewish children? 

 

• Why do you think the advert says that the children will not 
be taking jobs? 
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These pages are taken from a booklet called While you are in 
England: Helpful Information and Guidance for Every Refugee. 
This was published in 1938 by the Board of Deputies, the main 
organisation which represented British Jews, and the German 
Jewish Aid Committee, a Jewish organisation which helped 
refugees. The booklet was given to Jewish refugees, including 
children who came on the Kindertransport. (© Wiener Library)  

 
 
Questions to consider 
 

• According to the booklet, in what ways were British people 
helping refugees from Nazism? 

 

• The booklet mentions the “tolerance and sympathy of 
Britain”. Is there any evidence in the booklet that some 
people in Britain were not tolerant and sympathetic 
towards Jewish refugees? 

 

• What can this booklet tell us about the challenges faced 
by the children of the Kindertransport? 
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This letter was written in February 1939 by a medical officer in 
Hampstead. His job was to record information about public 
health in his district. Hampstead was an area of North London 
where many Jewish refugees settled. The letter was written to 
the Ministry of Health. (Crown copyright, courtesy of the National Archives) 
 
 
Questions to consider 
 

• What concerns does the medical officer express about 
refugees? 

 

• What might this tell us about some British people’s attitude 
to Jewish refugees? 

 

• Is there anything in this document which suggests that 
people in Britain reacted positively to the Kindertransport? 
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This article appeared in December 1938 in The Friend, the 
weekly magazine of the Quakers. The Quakers, also known as 
the Society of Friends, are a Christian religious movement who 
strongly believe in pacifism and have traditionally campaigned 
against injustice. The Germany Emergency Committee was a 
Quaker organisation set up in 1933 to help refugees from Nazi 
Germany. Many other Christian groups helped refugees but 
they mainly helped Jews who had converted to Christianity; the 
Quakers helped all Jews. In November 1938 Quaker and 
Jewish leaders met the Home Secretary and persuaded him to 
allow the Kindertransport. The Germany Emergency Committee 
had an important role in organising the Kindertransport and 
helping the children when they came to Britain. (© The Friend) 

 
 
Questions to consider 
 

• What things does the article ask Quakers to do to help 
Jewish refugees? 

 

• What does this suggest about the challenges facing the 
organisers of the Kindertransport? 

 

• Why do you think that some Christians helped Jewish 
refugees? 
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